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Global Public M&A Guide

Drawing on the expertise of practitioners from across 41 jurisdictions, with extensive experience of leading public deals across multiple borders and legal frameworks, Baker McKenzie is pleased to share with the fully updated 5th edition of its Global Public M&A Guide. The comprehensive resource no M&A professional should be without, the Guide simplifies the complexity that abounds in cross-border public M&A transactions and helps maximize deal value.  
Public M&A transactions can ordinarily be complex and labyrinthine - becoming even more intricate as they begin to span multiple jurisdictions and legal regimes. At Baker McKenzie we are a transactional powerhouse with extensive experience of leading public deals across multiple borders and legal frameworks. We have the market knowledge, legal expertise and creativity needed to successfully execute complex and high profile transactions.
While there are many factors to consider, we would like to share what we believe are a few of the key areas of focus for any companies contemplating a public M&A deal. These issues usually appear in all transactions and can be considered across any jurisdiction, industry or deal.
Don't take unnecessary chances. Public M&A deals, particularly those with a cross-border element, are risky propositions. Maximize your chances for a timely and successful closing by adopting best practices in deal structuring and techniques.
Understand local requirements. The local laws and regulations that apply to your counterparty in the deal must be taken into account. Our updated guide now also includes details of restrictions on foreign investments.
Assemble a trusted team. You will likely need a full team of experienced experts in whom you have confidence, including lawyers, accountants and bankers. On the legal side, ensure you not only know the corporate team but also the lead partners responsible for tax, employment, antitrust/competition, compliance/sanctions and any other areas that are especially important to your company.
Remember the end goal. The deal is typically not an end in itself but rather a means to achieve important business objectives. Thus, the deal does not really end at closing; instead, its true value comes from a smooth and efficient business integration. Working with your team of advisers, plan for this integration from Day One.
The focus of the Guide is primarily on the practice of conducting a takeover of a publicly listed company with summaries of the general legal framework, takeover practices and tactics across jurisdictions and general considerations associated with a public M&A transaction. Of course, all transactions will come with their own unique factors and requirements; but we believe our readers should find this a valuable resource for general education and reference.
Using this tool
To view topics please select a jurisdiction from the dropdown on the left. You can compare content using the "Start Comparison" feature at the top of the page by simply selecting the topic/s of interest and the relevant jurisdictions. This will display a summary table of the topics per jurisdiction for easy comparison.
For a pdf version of the Guide, please click on the image below.

 
Contact us
To discuss your transaction, please do get in touch. Contact details for each country can be found at the end of the relevant chapter.
To learn more about our Public M&A expertise, please visit our website here.
The content's last review date is indicated on each chapter. All content is for informational purposes only and may not reflect the most current legal and regulatory developments. All summaries of the laws, regulations and practice are subject to change.
 
©Copyright © 2026 Baker & McKenzie. All rights reserved. Ownership: This documentation and content (Content) is a proprietary resource owned exclusively by Baker McKenzie (meaning Baker & McKenzie International and its member firms). The Content is protected under international copyright conventions. Use of this Content does not of itself create a contractual relationship, nor any attorney/client relationship, between Baker McKenzie and any person. Non-reliance and exclusion: All Content is for informational purposes only and may not reflect the most current legal and regulatory developments. All summaries of the laws, regulations and practice are subject to change. The Content is not offered as legal or professional advice for any specific matter. It is not intended to be a substitute for reference to (and compliance with) the detailed provisions of applicable laws, rules, regulations or forms. Legal advice should always be sought before taking any action or refraining from taking any action based on any Content. Baker McKenzie and the editors and the contributing authors do not guarantee the accuracy of the Content and expressly disclaim any and all liability to any person in respect of the consequences of anything done or permitted to be done or omitted to be done wholly or partly in reliance upon the whole or any part of the Content. The Content may contain links to external websites and external websites may link to the Content. Baker McKenzie is not responsible for the content or operation of any such external sites and disclaims all liability, howsoever occurring, in respect of the content or operation of any such external websites. Attorney Advertising: This Content may qualify as “Attorney Advertising” requiring notice in some jurisdictions. To the extent that this Content may qualify as Attorney Advertising, PRIOR RESULTS DO NOT GUARANTEE A SIMILAR OUTCOME. Reproduction: Reproduction or copying of the Content on this Site without express written authorization is strictly prohibited.
 
Internal content: This is internal Content and may be used as a reference. Do not distribute the Content outside the Firm.
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