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1.	Legal provisions
1.1   What are the relevant statutes and codes?
The Singapore legal framework for addressing domestic violence is primarily found in the Singapore Women's Charter (Part VII, titled "Protection of Family"). Among other things, it primarily sets out the requirements for obtaining protection orders and penalties for breach of said protection orders. To clarify, Part VII was not drafted in a manner that targets domestic violence against women as such but rather, with the view of preventing family violence in general.
Some of the more salient critiques of the current Part VII are as follows:
Definition of family violence
The definition of "family violence" does not expressly provide for sexual abuse. Although it has been argued by lawmakers that Section 64(d) of the Women's Charter — "causing continual harassment with intent to cause or knowing that it is likely to cause anguish to a family member" — is sufficient to cover such conduct.
"Family violence" does not clearly include conduct such as stalking or placing the victim in fear of provocation or violence. Such conduct is covered in the Protection from Harassment Act (PHA) and there is some inconsistency in the respective regimes for obtaining protection orders.
Obtaining protection orders
Except in specified circumstances, the current system requires the victim to make an application for a protection order. There are arguments that this approach is flawed, given that victims of domestic violence may be averse to taking action.
Beyond Part VII of the Women's Charter, there are also provisions in, among others, the Penal Code, PHA and Children and Young Persons Act (CYPA) (as applicable), which provide general statutory protections not limited to the domestic violence sphere.
1.2 	What is the controlling case law?
The legal framework is largely statute-driven. There are no notable case law precedents that materially depart from or affect the relevant statutory provisions.



1.3	What are the specific parts of the court system that address domestic violence?
Applications under Part VII of the Women's Charter should be made to the family justice courts, a specialist division of the Singapore High Court. Criminal or civil claims that are more general would be brought before the civil or criminal courts, as appropriate.
1.4	What are potential causes of action?
There is no specific cause of action for domestic violence, instead, individual offenses are set out in the Women's Charter, PHA, CYPA and the Penal Code (as further explained below).
Any family member subject to or likely to be subject to family violence, can apply to the court for a protection order to restrain the family member from using family violence.
The court has the power to provide any orders in the protection order that it thinks are most suitable for the protection or personal safety of the applicant, including an order excluding the offender from the shared residence and directing the offender to attending counselling sessions.
Committing family violence itself is not an offense under the Women's Charter; however, it is an offense to breach a protection order and this carries a financial penalty ranging from SGD 2,000 to SGD 8,000, a jail term ranging from six to 18 months or both. Breaching a protection order issued as a result of family violence against "vulnerable adults" carries the higher end of the penalties.
"Vulnerable adults" refers to individuals aged 18 and above with mental or physical infirmity, disability or incapacity, incapable of protecting himself/herself from abuse, neglect or self neglect. It does not include any family members, including women below the age of 18.
The court may also make an expedited protection order where family violence is imminent, bypassing the requirement for the respondent to be summoned.
Committing family violence is not in itself an offense, and would require the victims to apply for a protection order; therefore, the remedies afforded under the Women's Charter may lack strength and have an inadequate deterrent effect.
Under the PHA, committing harassment is an offense that carries financial penalties of SGD 5,000, a jail term ranging from six to 12 months or both.
Victims may also bring an action for statutory tort to seek damages from the offender or a protection order. Any recourse granted by the judge will be based on the notion of justice and equity. Therefore, the courts may award damages or grant a protection order that it considers just and equitable in the circumstances.


2.	Introduction: framework guiding domestic violence law
2.1	Are there civil and criminal legal remedies for domestic violence victims?
Yes.
Civil liability: Violent acts (assault and battery) can form the basis of an action in tort (common law), as well as a statutory tort action under Section 11 of the PHA.
Criminal liability: Under the Penal Code, the PHA, the Women's Charter and the Children and Young Persons Act.
However, there is currently no standalone tort or criminal offense in Singapore specifically for domestic violence.


2.2	Is domestic violence identified in national law as a human right (noting that at a European level protection from domestic violence has not been explicitly identified as a human right but is indirectly captured by the other provisions)?
 Yes, under the Women's Charter Part VII (amended in 1996), the PHA, the CYPA and the Penal Code.  
2.3 Has your country signed and ratified the conventions?
Yes, Singapore ratified the CEDAW in 1995.
2.4 If it has ratified the Maputo Protocol, how has it been implemented into national law (African Union member states only)?
N/A. The Maputo Protocol is applicable only to African Union member states.
 



2.5 If it has ratified the 1979 Convention (CEDAW), how has the recommendations part of General Comment No. 35 been implemented into national law?
The recommendations part has been implemented into national law in the following ways:
introducing an amendment to the Women's Charter in 1996, to give effect to some of the proposals in the Family Violence Bill (which was not passed)
establishing the specialist family court on 1 March 1995
developing infrastructure to support domestic violence victims, e.g., social service agencies and crisis shelters.
2.6 If the conventions have not been ratified or signed, is it envisaged that your country will do so?
N/A. Singapore ratified the 1979 Convention in 1995.
 



3.	Similarities and differences in terminology
3.1 Domestic violence
Women's Charter:
The Women's Charter recognizes three aspects of family violence: hurt, restrain and harassment.
The following acts constitute family violence:
willfully or knowingly placing or attempting to place a family member in fear of hurt
causing hurt to a family member by such act that is known or ought to be known would result in hurt
wrongfully confining or restraining a family member
causing continual harassment of a family member, with intent to cause or knowing that it is likely to cause anguish
The following persons are regarded as one's family members:
spouse or former spouse 
child
parents
parents-in-law
siblings
any other relative or an incapacitated person who, in the opinion of the court, should, in the circumstances, be regarded as the person's family member
 Partners who are living together but not legally married are not recognized as family members, thus potentially creating a gap for unmarried women who may require protection from violence committed by their partners in the home. 



3.2 Stalking
Stalking is not expressly recognized as a form of family violence under the Women's Charter. However, this could amount to continual harassment, which is a form of family violence under the Women's Charter.
The PHA, however, provides for criminal and civil remedies against unlawful stalking. Stalking is not specifically defined, but the relevant legislation includes a number of examples of conduct that is likely to amount to stalking in particular circumstances, including:
following the victim or a related person
loitering in a place near the victim's or a related person's place of residence or business
interfering with property in the possession of the victim or a related person
repeatedly sending emails to a subordinate with suggestive comments about the subordinate's body
sending flowers to an individual daily, even though the relevant individual has asked for this to stop
repeatedly circulating revealing photos of a classmate to other classmates
3.3 Harassment
Harassment is a form of family violence under the Women's Charter, where a protection order may be sought, as described above. There is no statutory definition of harassment under the Women's Charter.
Other than the Women's Charter, the PHA provides for criminal and civil remedies against harassment. The PHA recognizes different types of harassment with varying degrees of culpability. The following acts or behaviors constitute harassment:
intentionally causing harassment, alarm or distress by threatening, abusive or insulting words, behavior or communication or publishing identity
using threatening, abusive or insulting words or behaviors that are likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress
using threatening, abusive or insulting words or behavior with the intent to cause the victim to believe, or that is likely to cause victims to believe, that unlawful violence will be used or to prove the use of unlawful violence
stalking that causes harassment, alarm or distress, with intent or where one knows or ought to reasonably know that it is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress 



3.4 Victim
The Women's Charter does not adopt the terminologies of victim or abuser but refers to the person against whom a protection order is made and the person who is applying for the protection order. This is consistent with the fact that family violence is not regarded as an offense itself under the Women's Charter, but rather it allows the person subject to family violence or subject to a similar kind of violence to seek protection orders.
The PHA largely refers to the person committing harassment as the accused and the person against whom the harassment is committed as the victim or target person.



3.5 Abuser
Please see above.
3.6 Civil protection order
Please see above.
3.7 Causes of action
Please see above. 

3.8 Marital rape
Marital rape is not expressly recognized as a form of family violence under the Women's Charter. However, it is arguably a form of continual harassment or hurt, both of which would amount to family violence under the Women's Charter, affording the victim a recourse for protection orders.
 Outside the Women's Charter, rape is a statutory criminal offense under the Penal Code, which criminalizes sexual, oral and anal penetration by a man on a woman. The offense carries a heavy penalty of imprisonment for up to 20 years and a fine or caning. In the case of marital rape, the penalties may be doubled where it is proven that the victim is in an intimate or close relationship with the offender, which is likely be apply for married couples. 
3.9 Are there any other important domestic violence terms defined in relevant domestic violence statutes and codes?
Penal Code
The Penal Code of Singapore is the main legislation governing criminal law and criminal offenses.
The Code does not recognize domestic violence as a distinct class of criminal offense. However, conducts found in domestic violence cases are likely to constitute a criminal offense under the Penal Code as well, ranging from wrongful restrain, wrongful confinement, criminal force and assault, to rape and, in extreme cases, causing death by a rash or negligent act, homicide and murder.
The Penal Code imposes enhanced penalties on criminal offenses affecting the human body (which include the offenses described immediately above) committed against victims in intimate relationships or close relationships. Intimate relationships and close relationships are not defined by marriage. However, whether the offender and victim are living in the same household or sharing any sexual relationship is taken into consideration in determining if the victim and offender are in an intimate or close relationship. Where offenses are committed against victims in an intimate or close relationship, the penalties can be doubled.
Other limited instances of criminal offenses against women can also be found in the Penal Code, such as voluntarily causing a pregnant woman to miscarry. Where this is done without the consent of the woman, such offense carries a heavy maximum penalty of imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term that may extend up to 10 years.
The Penal Code also criminalizes various wrongful conduct against female domestic workers employed to carry out domestic services and living in the same household.
CYPA
The CYPA provides for the welfare and protection of children and young persons in need, who are those aged below 14 and between 14 and 18, respectively.
The concept of domestic violence can be found in certain offenses under the CYPA, such as the offense off ill-treating a child or young person. Under the CYPA, it is an offense for a custodian, caregiver or person having charge of a child or young person to ill-treat the child or young person, including physical or sexual abuse, causing physical pain, suffering, injury or emotional harm or injury to their health or development. Where the conducts result in the death of the child or young person, these offenses carry a penalty of imprisonment for up to 14 years, a fine up to SGD 40,000 or both. In other cases, the offenses carry a penalty of imprisonment for up to eight years, a fine up to SGD 8,000 or both.
The public enforcer is also given the power under the CYPA to enter premises without a warrant and to remove a child or young person from the premises, in cases where the public enforcer believes on reasonable grounds that the child or young person is in need of care or protection.
The CYPA criminalizes the sexual exploitation of children and young persons. This is not limited to domestic sexual exploitation, but applies to sexual exploitation both in public and in private.


4.	Protection for domestic violence victims and relief granted
4.1	Civil protection orders

Relevant background
The development of civil protection orders was due to the recognition that criminal law was inadequate in dealing with issues of domestic violence. Some of the often cited reasons for criminal law being inadequate include the following:
the criminal standard of proof being higher than the civil standard, which made it more difficult for domestic abuse victims to seek legal recourse
the form of the available criminal remedies at the time (fine or imprisonment, etc.) may not have achieved the victim's primary goal of preventing further violence, and quickly
Civil protection orders are civil in nature and meant to grant fast protection to domestic abuse victims. The primary goal of civil protection orders is to protect domestic abuse victims, as opposed to criminal law, which places greater emphasis on punitive justice.
In Singapore, civil protection orders in the domestic abuse context are commonly sought under the Women's Charter (Chapter 353), but it is also possible to obtain civil protection orders under other statutes, as will be addressed below. Given the above, the following analysis will focus mainly on the Personal Protection Orders in the Women's Charter.
4.1.1 Are there civil protection orders available to victims of domestic abuse?
Yes. Civil protection orders in Singapore can primarily be found in the form of Personal Protection Orders to stop family violence. The scope of these is described in the Women's Charter, in Sections 64 and 65.
Outside of the Women's Charter:
Protection Orders can also be sought under the PHA (Chapter 256A), where the district court is satisfied on a balance of probabilities that the abuser has engaged in, among others, causing harassment, alarm or distress, causing fear or the provocation of violence, or unlawful stalking (see Section 12, read with Sections 3 to 7). Separately, an Expedited Protection Order can be sought. An Expedited Protection Order has the same effect as a Protection Order, but is granted under Section 13 of the PHA where the circumstances require an urgent intervention.
Under the CYPA, the authorities are, in the appropriate circumstances (including when a child is at risk of being ill-treated by his/her parent or guardian), empowered to, without warrant and with force as is necessary, remove a child or young person (below 18 years of age) and commit him/her to a place of temporary care and protection in the interim, until the matter is heard before the youth court (see Section 9 read with other provisions in Part II).
 



 



4.1.2 Who can petition for civil protection orders?
Persons who may petition for civil protection orders under the Women's Charter include (see Sections 64 and 65):
the domestic abuse victim (if above 21 years old and not an incapacitated person)
a guardian or relative or person responsible, or any person appointed by the minister (if the victim is below 21 years old or incapacitated)
an individual below 21 years of age but who is married or has been previously married, if the victim is the said individual, the individual's child below 21 years, or a relative below 21 years for whose care the individual is responsible



4.1.3 Are there temporary custody of a child or child support orders?
Yes, see also response to question 1 on the CYPA's provisions.
Other relevant provisions in the CYPA include:
Section 11A (voluntary care agreements) — This provision enables the director-general of social welfare to enter into a care agreement to place a child or young person under the care of a "significant person" such as a family member or caregiver where their parents are unable to do so.
Section 25 (contribution orders by the director-general or protector) — This provision enables the director-general of social welfare to order the payment of financial contributions toward a child's welfare by a parent or guardian.
Section 50 (family guidance orders) — This provision gives the youth court powers to make family guidance orders, which includes placing the child or young person in the care of a fit person for a specified period.
There are also provisions in the Women's Charter (not limited to domestic abuse situations) that allow for a child to be placed in temporary custody, in the appropriate circumstances (e.g., see Section 125, 126).



 



4.1.4 Is there a provision to order the abuser to move out or stay away from places that the victims frequent?
Yes. Personal Protection Orders under the Women's Charter can come in the form of a domestic exclusion order (see Section 65(5)(a)).




4.1.5 Are there any other types of emergency, preventive and civil protection orders?
There are different avenues for protective orders and protective orders can be sought on an expedited basis.
Personal Protection Orders under the Women's Charter can be granted on an expedited basis where the court is satisfied that there is imminent danger of family violence being committed (see Section 66). The expedited order will automatically expire after: (a) the expiration of a period of 28 days beginning on the date the order is made; or (b) the date of commencement of the hearing for a Women's Charter Personal Protection Order, unless it is extended by the court on the application by the victim or any person to whom the Protection Order applies (see Section 67).
 Beyond the Women's Charter, other avenues for civil protection orders include the options addressed in the response to question 1. 
4.1.6 Can these orders be requested by direct or indirect victims or legal representatives in children's cases?
Yes, in respect of the Women's Charter, please see the response to question 2. 



4.1.7 Are there different types of civil protection orders, e.g., for a short- term period?
Generally, the terms of civil protection orders granted in Singapore are not fixed and vary depending on the circumstances of the case.
For example:
The Women's Charter provides that a protection order may be made for "such term as may be specified."
See also the above response to question 1, where under the CYPA, the authorities may place a young person in temporary care and protection until the matter is heard by the youth court.



4.1.8 Are ex parte orders permitted without the aggressor being present?
To an extent, yes, but the protection conferred via the ex parte application will generally be for 28 days or will lapse upon commencement of the hearing for the civil protection orders.
Expedited civil protection orders under the Women's Charter
For expedited orders, the court may make the protection order notwithstanding that the summons has not been served on the respondent or has not been served on the respondent within a reasonable time before the hearing of the application; or that the summons requires the respondent to appear at some time or place.
As explained above, the expedited order will automatically expire either:
on the expiration of a period of 28 days beginning with the date the order is made (the order takes effect when notice of the order is served on the respondent, or on a date the court specifies)
on the date of commencement of the hearing for a Women's Charter personal protection order, unless it is extended by the court on the application by the victim or any person to whom the protection order applies (see Section 67)
Outside of the expedited order scenario and, in any case, during the hearing for the personal protection order application (after the expedited order lapses), the aggressor will be present for cross-examination.
 





 



4.1.9 Do emergency orders also extend protection for abuse and intimidation to family members of the victim?
There is no automatic extension of protection, but separate protection orders can be obtained if the circumstances justify a protection order for family members.
Under the Women's Charter, there does not appear to be an automatic extension of protection to family members of the victim when applying for an expedited order (see Section 66, which is silent on the matter).
 However, depending on the circumstances of the case, the relevant family members may also be able to apply for expedited orders to protect themselves where there is an imminent danger of "family violence" being committed against them as well (Section 66). In this regard, the definition of "family violence" includes, broadly speaking, placing a family member in fear of hurt, causing hurt, wrongful confinement or restraining against the family member's will, and causing continual harassment with intent to cause anguish to the family member (see Section 64, definition of "family violence"). 
4.1.10 How long do the orders last?
Please see the response to question 7.
 



4.1.11 Please provide any data or hyperlinks to government or NGO websites that include information on how often civil protection orders are issued, and any relevant demographics information, e.g., police reports, convictions, etc.
The resources we have located to date include:
https://www.childrensociety.org.sg/resources/front/template/scs/files/amendment-Monograph%205%20sexual%20abuse.pdf (note that this is not from two to four years ago).
https://wecan.aware.org.sg/statistics-and-definitions/#:~:text=1%20in%2010%20women%20in,AWARE's%20Sexual%20Assault%20Befrienders%20Service (note that this is not from two to four years ago).
https://www.aware.org.sg/2010/12/domestic-violence/ (note that this is not from two to four years ago).
https://www.aware.org.sg/2020/06/aware-helpline-saw-record-calls-in-may-with-137-increase-in-family-violence-and-436-increase-in-emotional-and-psychological-distress-over-2019/ (2020 statistics but relate only to COVID-19)
https://www.aware.org.sg/training/wsh-site/14-statistics/ (only in respect of sexual harassment)



4.2 Steps for receiving a protective order 

4.2.1 What documentation is needed to obtain a civil protection order?
See https://www.familyjusticecourts.gov.sg/what-we-do/family-courts/family-protection for an overview of the process.
Overview
For protection orders under the Women's Charter, any document that can support an order being granted should be submitted. Prior to the hearing, if the respondent admits to the allegations and consents to the application, the court may issue a protection order.
However, if there is no amicable resolution of the matter, parties will have to prepare witness statements for purposes of the hearing.



4.2.2 Does the victim need to attend a hearing?
Yes, the victim will need to attend the hearing proper.
If the victim is afraid to see the respondent in court, then he/she may discuss with the staff at the Family Protection Centre (located in the family justice courts) about attending the court mentions at a video-link agency. However, this video-link option is not available for the hearing proper.
4.2.3 Can you request remedies?
The specific remedy under the protection orders of the Women's Charter is up to the discretion of the presiding judge (see Women's Charter Section 65(5)). However, the victim can of course indicate a preference as to the type of remedy sought during the course of proceedings. 




4.2.4 Are there time limits?
Depending on the context of the question:
Time bars
There does not appear to be a strict time bar for making the Women's Charter applications. However, the currency of the allegations made will undoubtedly factor into the judge's decision on whether to grant a protection order.
Court timelines
The family justice court will set the court-related timelines. If a party fails to turn up for their court dates (i.e., mentions date, trial date, counselling session date), the general practice is the following:
The complainant (victim) will have his/her application struck out.
The absent Respondent will have a warrant for arrest issued against him/her.



4.2.5 Are there different rules in emergencies?
Yes, expedited orders under the Women's Charter can be made notwithstanding:
that the summons has not been served on the respondent or has not been served on the respondent within a reasonable time before the hearing of the application 
that the summons requires the respondent to appear at some time or place 
 Please see also the response to question 8, which describes timelines for the expedited order's lapse. 
4.3	Judicial discretion

4.3.1 What discretion does a judge have in granting a civil protection order or other protective orders?
The judge has discretion to decide.
The Personal Protection Orders of the Women's Charter are civil in nature and not criminal. Therefore, the standard of proof required for obtaining these orders is on a "balance of probabilities" as opposed to "beyond reasonable doubt."
Beyond the above standard of proof, it is within the presiding judge's discretion on whether to grant the Women's Charter protection order, with regard to whether it is "necessary for the protection or personal safety of the [victim]." 


4.3.2 Are there age limits on who can obtain orders?
No age limit in respect of persons who can be afforded protection.
 However, please see the response to question 2 on the parties that may apply for protection orders under the Women's Charter. 
4.4	Restitution and remedies available to victims 

4.4.1 Can victims obtain reimbursement for costs and restitution paid?
General tortious actions
Under the Singapore Limitation Act, actions in tort cannot be commenced more than six years after the cause of action accrues. The basic principle underpinning awards of damages in tort is to restore the plaintiff/victim to his/her position had the tort not been committed.
A.	Physical abuse/trespass related
Victims can sue under established tortious causes of action, which commonly include the following:
Assault — this involves the apprehension of immediate, unlawful force that is created by the abuser to the victim. There is no requirement of actual physical contact.
Battery — this involves the infliction of unlawful force on the victim. There is a requirement for physical contact.
False imprisonment — this involves situations where the victim's liberty has been restrained or where the victim has been confined.
B.	Mental/emotional abuse related
While it is possible in theory to sue for psychiatric harm in Singapore, it would generally be difficult in practice for victims to prove the actual damage suffered (typically a recognizable psychiatric illness (distinct from emotions such as sorrow and grief), which may require the use of expert witnesses) and causation.
See also the sections on "Assault" and "False imprisonment" above and the relevant statutory torts below.
C.	Financial abuse
Under Singapore law, it does not appear financial abuse in itself is actionable in tort per se.
Statutory torts
Civil proceedings may be brought for breaches of certain torts that are codified under Singapore statute.
A.	Statutory torts under the PHA (civil)
The PHA establishes a number of statutory torts that allow victims to bring civil proceedings in respect of the following conduct:
Intentionally causing harassment, alarm or distress
This involves the aggressor using or making threatening, abusive or insulting words, behavior or communications, or publishing any identity information of the victim or related person, which results in causing the victim harassment, alarm or distress.
Harassment, alarm or distress
This involves the aggressor using or making threatening, abusive or insulting words, behavior or communications, which is heard, seen or otherwise perceived by the person (i.e., victim) and is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress.
Fear, provocation or facilitation of violence
This essentially involves the aggressor using conduct or words with the intent to cause the victim to believe that unlawful violence will be used or to provoke the use of unlawful violence.
Unlawful stalking
Unlawful stalking is broadly defined as acts or omissions associated with stalking, such as following, making certain types of communications, entering or loitering near the victim or related persons' frequented areas, interfering with the victim's property or keeping the victim or related person under surveillance. The aggressor must have intended or known that such conduct would likely cause harassment, alarm or distress, and the conduct must have inflicted the same on the victim.
The civil court hearing the matter, if satisfied on a balance of probabilities, may award such damages of the victim in respect of the statutory tort(s) above having regard to all circumstances of the case, as it considers just and equitable.
B.	Action for wrongful act causing death
Section 20 of the Civil Law Act allows an action to be brought in respect of a victim whose death was caused by any wrongful act, neglect or default that would have entitled the victim to maintain an action and recover damages.
Such action must be for the benefit of the dependents of the victim and the action must be brought within three years after the death of the victim. Dependents are defined as:
wife, husband or former wife of the victim
parent, grandparent or great-grandparent of the victim
any person (not being a child of the victim) who, in the case of any marriage to which the victim was at any time a party, was treated by the victim as a child of the family in relation to that marriage
any person who is, or is the issue of, a brother, sister, uncle or aunt of the victim
An action under Section 20 of the Civil Law Act may consist of or include a claim for damages for bereavement (in the sum of SGD 15,000).
Compensation following conviction of criminal offense — Criminal Procedure Code (CPC) Section 359
The relevant criminal court must, after convicting the accused, consider whether to make an order for the accused to pay a sum to be fixed by the court by way of compensation to the person injured.
An order made under Section 359 of the CPC will not affect any right to a civil remedy in respect of the same injury (which may seek a greater quantum of damages). However, the sum paid pursuant to this compensation order will be deemed to have satisfied part of the eventual civil damages awarded.



4.4.2 Can they recover wages and profits lost?
Please refer to Section 4.4.1.




4.4.3 Is a separate civil process required?
Please refer to Section 4.4.1. 
5.	Prosecutorial considerations
5.1	Police procedures

5.1.1 When do the police get involved in domestic disputes or legal actions?
There are various avenues to alert the authorities/police (https://www.msf.gov.sg/policies/Strong-and-Stable-Families/Supporting-Families/Family-Violence/Pages/default.aspx):
dial 999/visit the neighborhood police post
dial/visit a Family Service Centre (run by the Ministry of Social and Family Development)
request to stay at a crisis shelter (through the police or Family Service Centre)
dial/visit PAVE Integrated Services for Individual and Family Protection Specialist Centre or Trans Family Services, they provide information and referral services, Personal Protection Order assistance and casework and counselling
dial the AWARE Hotline to make an appointment
Overall, this would be governed by the CPC (Chapter 68, 2012 Rev Ed). If the police officer has reason to suspect that an arrestable offense has been committed, they must investigate and if appropriate, arrest the offender and report the case to the public prosecutor (Section 17 of the CPC). If it is a non-arrestable offense, the police officer must investigate the case and record their reasons if they decide not to investigate the case (Section 16 of the CPC).
If the offense is arrestable in nature, the police can arrest without a warrant. If not, the police must obtain a warrant of arrest from the court. The definition of "arrestable offense" and "arrestable case" under the CPC, respectively, an offense for which and a case in which a police officer may ordinarily arrest without warrant according to the third column of the First Schedule or under any other written law.
Relevant (non-exhaustive) arrestable offenses in the Penal Code (third column of the First Schedule of the CPC):
Section 73, Enhanced penalties for offenses against domestic workers
Section 74A, Enhanced penalties for offenses against vulnerable persons
Section 74B, Enhanced penalties for offenses against person below 14 years of age
Section 323A, Voluntarily causing hurt which causes grievous hurt
Section 324, Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means
Section 325, Voluntarily causing grievous hurt
Section 335A(5)(a), Allowing neglect or physical or sexual abuse of domestic worker or vulnerable person where death is caused
Section 335A(5)(b), Allowing neglect or physical or sexual abuse of domestic worker or vulnerable person where death is not caused
Relevant non-arrestable offenses in the Penal Code:
Section 323, Voluntarily causing hurt
The police have also taken steps to facilitate social support to victims of family violence (https://www.police.gov.sg/media-room/news/20200514_others_enhancing_police_response_to_combat_family_violence)
5.1.2 What circumstances effect law firm involvement?
Where a person is arrested, they must be informed as soon as may be of the grounds of their arrest and must be allowed to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of their choice. (Section 9(3), Constitution of Singapore).
Courts have interpreted Section 9(3) that the accused has to be given access to legal counsel "within a reasonable time after their arrest" (James Raj s/o Arokiasamy v. Public Prosecutor [2014] 3 SLR 750).
 This applies to both arrestable and non-arrestable offenses.
5.2 Standard of proof

5.2.1 Is proof required by any legal means?
 This question is addressed below in relation to the questions on requirements for evidence, documents and standard of proof.



5.2.2 Are there any requirements regarding evidence and documents?
The CPC and the Evidence Act (Chapter 97, 1997 Rev Ed) are the main legislation governing evidence for criminal cases.
CPC
1.	Division 2 – Search and seizure governs when a search warrant can be issued, the powers of police officers and other persons issued with a search warrant when conducting a search and the seizure of property.
2.	A search warrant can be issued to another person who is not a police officer (Section 28(1) of the CPC).
3.	A court may issue a search warrant if, among others, it considers that a search will serve the purposes of justice or of any investigation, inquiry, trial or other proceeding under the CPC (Section 24(1)(c) of the CPC).
4.	A court may issue a search warrant for wrongful confinement of a person (Section 30 of the CPC).
5.	A police officer investigating an arrestable offense may search without a search warrant if (Section 34(1) of the CPC):
(a)	they considers the thing necessary for their investigation and if they have reason to believe that a person who has been issued with an order to produce the document or thing will not or is unlikely to produce it
(b)	they have reason to believe that the thing that they considers necessary for their investigation is likely to be removed
(c)	it is not known who possesses the thing that they consider necessary for their investigation
6.	The occupier/any person in charge of a place must allow the police officer free entry and provide all reasonable facilities for executing a search under Division 2 of the CPC (Section 31(1) of the CPC).
7.	If free entry cannot be obtained, then the police officer may break down the door or use any other reasonable means to gain entry (Section 31(2) of the CPC).
8.	Part XIV, Division 2, Admissibility of certain types of evidence.
9.	Any statement of an accused may be admitted as evidence in court, unless (Section 258(1)):
(a)	the statement was made to a police officer below the rank of sergeant (Section 258(2))
(b)	if the statement appears to have been caused by inducement, threat or promise in reference to the charge from a person in authority, which would give the accused reasonable grounds for supposing that they would gain advantage or avoid any evil in reference to the proceedings against them (Section 258(3))
10.	The court may draw relevant inferences from a failure to mention a fact that the accused relies on later in their defense, if such a fact was something that they could reasonably be expected to mention when questioned. (Section 261(1))
11.	The court can draw such inferences to determine:
(a)	whether to commit the accused for trial (Section 261(1)(a))
(b)	whether there is a case to answer (Section 261(1)(b))
(c)	whether the accused is guilty of the offense charged (Section 261(1)(c))
Evidence Act
1. Burden of proof lies with the prosecution to prove its case (Section 103(1) of the Evidence Act).
2. The burden of proving the existence of circumstances bringing the case within any of the general exceptions in the Penal Code or within any special exception or proviso contained in the Penal Code is on the accused, and the court will presume the absence of such circumstances (Section 107 of the Evidence Act).
5.2.3 Is proof "beyond a reasonable doubt" required?
Yes, for criminal cases. (Halsbury's Laws of Singapore, Evidence (Vols. 10 and 10(2)), [120.365]). A bare denial or a bald assertion can seldom constitute reasonable doubt. A fanciful or remote possibility is not a reasonable doubt.



5.2.4 Is the standard of proof different for ex parte orders?
Ex parte originating summons are usually used in domestic violence for an application of a Protection Order or Expedited Protection Order under the PHA (Chapter 256A, 2015 Rev Ed), the Women's Charter (Chapter 353, 2009 Rev Ed) or the Vulnerable Adults Act 2018.
PHA
1. For a Protection Order, the court has to be satisfied on a balance of probabilities (Section 12(1) and (2) of the PHA).
2. For an Expedited Protection Order, the court has to be satisfied that there is at least some evidence that (Section 13(1) of the PHA):
respondent has contravened Sections 3, 4, 5 or 7 in respect of the victim
contravention is likely to continue, or the respondent is likely to contravene imminently
the contravention, if continued, is likely to have a substantial adverse effect on the victim or their day to day activities
it is just and equitable for the protection order to be made on an expedited basis
Women's Charter
If the accused is a family member per the definition of "family member" in Section 64 of the Women's Charter, an application may be made for a Protection Order (Section 65(1)) or an Expedited Order (Section 66(1)).
For a Protection Order (Section 65(1)), the court must be satisfied on a balance of probabilities that family violence has been committed or is likely to be committed against a family member and that it is necessary for the protection of the family member.
For an Expedited Order (Section 66(1)), the court must be satisfied that there is imminent danger of family violence.
Vulnerable Adults Act
1. If the person is 18 years and older, and by reason of mental or physical infirmity, disability or incapacity, incapable of protecting himself or herself from abuse, neglect or self‑neglect, then they would fall under the provisions of the Vulnerable Adults Act.
2. The court can order:
that a person who is abusing, is likely to abuse or has previously abused the vulnerable adult is restrained from further abuse (Section 14(1)(e))
that the vulnerable adult has the right of exclusive occupation of the premises or a specified part of the premises in which the vulnerable adult ordinarily resides, to the exclusion of the abuser or any other person (Section 14(1)(f))
to prohibit a person from entering and remaining in, for a specified period, an area outside the vulnerable adult's place of residence or any other place frequented by the vulnerable adult (Section 14(1)(g))
to prohibit a person from visiting or communicating with the vulnerable adult (Section 14(1)(h))
3. Provided that the court is satisfied on a balance of probabilities that the person making the application has reason to believe that (Section 12(1) and Section 14(1)):
the vulnerable adult has experienced, is experiencing or is at risk of, abuse, neglect or self‑neglect
the order is, or the orders are, necessary for the protection and safety of the vulnerable adult
4. The court can also make an expedited order for Section 14(e)-(h) if the court is satisfied on a balance of probabilities that the vulnerable adult is experiencing, or is in imminent danger of, abuse, neglect or self‑neglect (Section 15(1)).
5. The court may make the expedited order even if it is not served on the abuser or on the respondent within a reasonable time before the hearing of the application, or where it has been served, when the respondent does not appear at the hearing of the application (Section 15(2)).





5.3 Affirmative defenses

5.3.1 Are affirmative defenses available to the accused?
There are general defenses available in the Penal Code (Chapter 224, 2008 Rev Ed) under Chapter IV that applies to all offenses:
1. Mistake of fact: Nothing is an offense if the accused did it by reason of a mistake of fact or in ignorance of a fact in good faith believes himself/herself to be bound or justified by law in doing it (Section 79(1)).
2. Unsound mind: Nothing is an offense if the person at the time of doing it by reason of unsoundness of mind is (Section 84):
incapable of knowing the nature of the act
incapable of knowing that what they is doing is wrong (whether wrong by the ordinary standards of reasonable and honest persons or wrong as contrary to the law)
completely deprived of any power to control their actions
3. Intoxication: Nothing is an offense if by reason of intoxication the accused (Section 85(2)):
did not know what they were doing
did not know that such act or omission was wrong (whether wrong by the ordinary standards of reasonable and honest persons or wrong as contrary to the law)
the state of intoxication was caused without the knowledge or against the will of the accused



5.3.2 Is willful intent required?
The fault element depends on the offense that the accused is charged with, it refers to any state of mind, proof of which is needed to establish liability under that offense, including but not limited to intention, willfulness, knowledge, rashness and negligence (Section 22A(1) of Penal Code).
Some offenses do not require a fault element (i.e., strict liability offenses).
There are defined as: for every physical element of the offense, there is no corresponding fault element (Section 26H(1) of the Penal Code).
An offense may be a strict liability offense even though it is not expressly described by written law (Section 26H(3) of the Penal Code).
It is a defense for any person charged with a strict liability offense to prove that in committing all the acts or omissions that are physical elements of the offense, they exercised reasonable care (Section 26H(4) of the Penal Code).




5.3.3 Are false accusations punishable for the victim?
There are several offenses in the Penal Code that govern providing false information:
1. Furnishing false information: where victim provides false information that they knows or has reason to believe to be false (Section 177(1)), it is punishable:
with up to six months' imprisonment a fine of SGD 5000 or both
with a fine up to SGD 10,000
2. False information with intent to cause a public servant to use their lawful power to the injury of another person: where the victim provides false information that they knows or has reason to believe to be false, intending to cause or knows it to be likely that it will cause the public servant to exercise their lawful power to the injury or annoyance of any person (Section 182). This is punishable with imprisonment of up to two years, a fine or both
3. Giving false information with respect to an offense committed: where the victim had knowledge or had reason to believe that an offense has been committed, and gives information with regard to that offense that they know or believes to be false (Section 203). This is punishable with imprisonment up to two years, a fine or both. 



5.3.4 How is consent discussed in the law?
There are a few general defenses in the Penal Code that relate to consent:
Governs what constitutes as consent in the Penal Code (Section 90).
Nothing is an offense if the act was not intended and was not known to be likely to cause death or grievous hurt, and the victim had given consent, whether express or implied to suffer that harm (Section 87).
Nothing is an offense if the act was not intended to cause death, and it was done in good faith, and the victim had given consent to suffer that harm or take the risk of suffering that harm (Section 88).
Nothing is an offense if the act was done in good faith for the benefit of a person under 12 or of unsound mind, if their lawful guardian gave consent on their behalf to suffer that harm (Section 89).
Nothing is an offense if the act was done in good faith for the benefit of the person even without the person's consent, if it was impossible for the person to signify consent, or the person was incapable of giving consent, and had no lawful guardian to obtain consent from in time for the act to be done (Section 92).




5.3.5 Is self-defense or insanity a defense?
Self-defense is a full defense: exercising the right of private defense (Section 96 of the Penal Code).
Preconditions:
The defender must have been the subject of an offense (Section 97).
There must be no reasonable recourse to public authorities (Section 98(2)).
Elements to establish private defense:
Accused had reasonable belief of danger (Section 101(1)): This reasonable belief of danger can extend to other persons and their property (Section 101(1) and Section 104(1)).
The accused acted within the duration of the right of private defense (Section 101(2)). Section 102 (private defense of body) and Section 105 (private defense of property): conditions where the right of private defense extends to causing death.
No more harm was inflicted than was reasonably necessary (Section 98(1)).
Unsoundness of mind (insanity) is a full defense (Section 84 of the Penal Code).
Nothing is an offense if the person at the time of doing it, by reason of unsoundness of mind, is:
incapable of knowing the nature of the act
incapable of knowing that what they are doing is wrong (whether wrong by the ordinary standards of reasonable and honest persons or wrong as contrary to law)
completely deprived of any power to control their actions
5.4 Witness status

5.4.1 What is a witness's duty to testify honestly and completely?
Giving false evidence: Whoever, being legally bound by an oath or by any express provision of law to state the truth, or being bound by law to make a declaration upon any subject, makes any statement that is false and that they either know or believes to be false, or does not believe to be true, is said to give false evidence (Section 191 of the Penal Code).
If false evidence is given at any stage of judicial proceeding, they can be imprisoned for up to seven years and liable to a fine, and if false evidence is given in any other case, they can be imprisoned for up to three years and be liable to a fine (punishable under Section 193).
Using evidence known to be false: Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true or genuine evidence any evidence that they know to be false or fabricated, will be punished in the same manner as if they gave or fabricated false evidence (Section 196).
False statement made in any declaration that is, by law, receivable as evidence: Whoever, in any declaration that is made to any court of justice or any public servant or other person, is bound or authorized by law to receive as evidence of any fact, makes any statement that is false and that they either know or believes to be false, will be punished in the same manner as if they gave false evidence (Section 199).
Intentional omission to give information of an offense by a person bound to inform: Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offense has been committed, intentionally omits to give any information respecting that offense, which they are legally bound to give, will be punished with imprisonment for a term that may extend to six months, or with a fine, or both (Section 202).
Giving false information respecting an offense committed: Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offense has been committed, gives any information respecting that offense that they know or believes to be false, will be punished with imprisonment for a term that may extend to two years, or with a fine, or both (Section 203). 



5.4.2 Who may abstain from testifying in certain situations?
Situations in which the witness can abstain from testifying:
Where the accused gives evidence, they cannot be asked any question that reveals to the court that (Section 122(4) of the Evidence Act):
they have committed or has been charged with or convicted or acquitted of any offense other than the offense charged 
that they are, generally or in a particular respect, a person of bad disposition and reputation
Situations in which the witness must still testify:
All persons must be competent to testify unless the court considers that they are prevented from understanding the questions put to them or from giving rational answers to those questions by tender years, extreme old age, disease, whether of body or mind, or any other cause of the same kind (Section 120 of the Evidence Act).
In criminal proceedings against any person, the husband or wife of such person respectively must be a competent witness (Section 122(2) of the Evidence Act).
A witness must not be excused from answering any question upon the grounds that the answer may incriminate such witness or expose the witness to a penalty or forfeiture of any kind (Section 134(1) of the Evidence Act). However, Section 134(2) prevents the answer given by the witness subjecting them to arrest or prosecution or proving against them in any criminal proceedings, except a prosecution for giving false evidence.
5.4.3 What potential "excuses" can a witness raise to refuse to testify in a domestic violence action?
There does not appear to be any special exceptions for witnesses in a domestic violence action. To be excused from testimony per Section 120 of the Evidence Act, the court has to deem that the witness is unable to understand the questions put to them or is unable to give rational answers to those questions.




5.4.4 What is the impact of domestic violence on witnesses who are children?
This question is addressed below through the questions on whether children can testify and the penalties if the victim is a child.



5.4.5 Can children be called upon to testify?
Yes, per Section 120 of the Evidence Act. All persons must be competent to testify unless the court considers that they are prevented from understanding the questions put to them or from giving rational answers to those questions by tender years, extreme old age, disease, whether of body or mind, or any other cause of the same kind.
Hence, unless the court deems that the child is unable to understand the questions asked or is unable to provide rational answers to those questions, children can be called upon to testify.
Per Section 62A(1)(a) of the Evidence Act, if the proceedings are not criminal proceedings, and if the witness is below 18 years of age, they may, with the leave of the court, give evidence through a live video link.
Per Section 153(1) of the Women's Charter, if the accused is charged with an offense under Part XI of the Women's Charter, or with section 354, 354A, 375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376C, 376D, 376E, 376F, 376G or 377B of the Penal Code in respect of any woman or girl, the court may order all proceedings to be dealt with in camera.
Section 153(2): If such an order is made, the court will not be an open court, and the court can order that no person will have access or remain in the court unless they are necessary for the purpose of the proceedings.
Section 153(3): If the offense referred to in Section 153(1) was committed on a girl under 16, the court must order any proceedings to be dealt with in camera.
5.4.6 What is the effect of a child victim on the charges against the offender?
In terms of sexual offenses, there are specific offenses relating to underage victims in the Penal Code that do not require the lack of consent to be proved, or allow consent as a defense.
Section 376A: Sexual penetration of a minor under 16
Section 376AA: Exploitative sexual penetration of a minor above 16 but below 18 years of age
Section 376B: Commercial sex with minor under 18
Section 376E: Sexual grooming of a minor under 16
Section 376EA: Exploitative sexual grooming of a minor above 16 but below 18 years of age
Section 376EB: Sexual communication with a minor below 16
Section 376EC: Exploitative sexual communication with a minor of or above 16 but below 18 years of age
Section 376ED: Sexual activity or image in the presence of a minor below 16 years of age
Section 376EE: Exploitative sexual activity or image in the presence of a minor above 16 but below 18 years of age
Section 377CA: Meaning of exploitative relationship:
(a)	Whether the accused's relationship with a person under 18 is exploitative depends on the following factors:
(i)	age of the minor
(ii)	difference between the ages of the accused and the minor
(iii)	nature of the relationship
(iv)	degree or control exercised by the accused person over the minor
Section 377CA(2) lists some relationships that are presumed to be exploitative unless the contrary is proved. These include relationships of trust: parent/child; teacher/student; doctor/patient; counsellor/client, etc.
5.5	Penalties and sentencing; penalty enhancements

5.5.1 What are the penalties and sentencing laws for first-time domestic violence offenses?
These depend on what particular offense the offender has been charged with. For a violation of protection orders under the PHA or the Women's Charter, see point 5.5.3 below.
For offenses under the Penal Code, below is a non-exhaustive list along with their range of penalties:
Section 73, Enhanced penalties for offenses against domestic workers — Section 73(1): a court can impose up to twice the maximum punishment for the particular offense that the accused is charged under.
Section 74A, Enhanced penalties for offenses against vulnerable persons — Section 74A(2): a court can impose up to twice the maximum punishment for the particular offense that the accused is charged under, if the accused knew or ought to have reasonably known that the victim was a vulnerable person.
Section 74B, Enhanced penalties for offenses against a person below 14 years of age — Section 74B(2): a court can impose up to twice the maximum punishment for the particular offense that the accused is charged under, if the accused knew or ought to have reasonably known that the victim was below 14 years of age.
Section 323A, Voluntarily causing hurt that causes grievous hurt: imprisonment for up to five years, a fine up to SGD 10,000 or both.
Section 324, Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means: imprisonment for up to seven years, a fine, caning or any combination of these punishments.
Section 325, Voluntarily causing grievous hurt: imprisonment for up to 10 years, a fine or caning.
Section 335A(5)(a), Allowing neglect or physical or sexual abuse of a domestic worker or vulnerable person where death is caused: where death is caused, imprisonment for up to seven years, a fine up to SGD 20,000 or both.
Section 335A(5)(b), Allowing neglect or physical or sexual abuse of a domestic worker or vulnerable person where death is not caused: in any other case, imprisonment for up to four years, a fine up to SGD 4,000 or both.
Section 323, Voluntarily causing hurt: imprisonment for up to three years, a fine up to SGD 5,000 or both.
5.5.2 Are there criminal penalties?
The offenses that are listed in the above point are all criminal and, hence, when convicted, the offenders are liable to a fine, imprisonment or caning.
Violating an existing order of protection also constitutes an offense, for either contempt of court or a criminal offense under the Women's Charter.
5.5.3 What is the result of a violation of an existing order for protection?
PHA
Under Section 16D(4) of the PHA, intentional violation of a Protection Order or an Expedited Protection Order would constitute contempt of court.
Contempt of court is punishable under Section 12(1) of the Administration of Justice (Protection) Act. Where the power to punish for contempt is exercised by the following:
high court of the court of appeal — the accused can be liable to a fine not exceeding SGD 100,000, imprisonment for up to three years or both
High court in relation to contempt in the face of or in connection with any proceedings in a state court, family court or youth court, the accused can be liable to a fine not exceeding SGD 20,000, imprisonment for up to 12 months or both
any other court, with a fine not exceeding SGD 20,000, imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or both
Women's Charter
Under Section 65(8) of the Women's Charter, willful violation of a protection order or expedited order made under the Women's Charter is an offense and is punishable with a fine not exceeding SGD 2,000, imprisonment for up to six months or both. In the case of a subsequent conviction, it is punishable with a fine not exceeding SGD5,000, imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or both.
Vulnerable Person's Act
Under Section 14(10), if a person without reasonable excuse fails to comply with an order made under Section 14(1)(e)-(h), they can be liable for a fine of up to SGD 5,000, imprisonment for up to 12 months or both. If it is for a second or subsequent conviction, they can be liable for a fine of up to SGD 8,000, imprisonment for up to 18 months or both.
Under Section 15(8), if a person without a reasonable excuse fails to comply with an expedited order, they can be liable for a fine of up to SGD 5,000, imprisonment for up to 12 months or both.



5.5.4 What fines and other penalties are imposed besides incarceration and liberty restriction?
The fines range in quantum, as noted in (2) above. Some offenses are punishable by caning, as also noted in (2) above.



5.6 Post-release restrictions

5.6.1 Does the law notify the victim of the offender's release from custody?
No, there is no official registry of prior sex offenders in Singapore. 


6.	Special issues
6.1 Battered woman syndrome

6.1.1 Can lawyers present evidence of battered woman syndrome or other domestic abuse as an affirmative defense to crimes that the battered woman has committed? (Note: Battered Woman Syndrome is accepted by courts in certain jurisdictions to show that battered women can use force to defend themselves and sometimes kill their abusers due to abusive and life-threatening situations.)
It does not yet appear that evidence of battered woman syndrome per se has been accepted and considered in Singapore's courts.
At present, under the Singapore Penal Code, the victim may generally rely on the following:
the provisions on self-defense (Chapter IVA of the Penal Code)
the exception to murder on exceeding private defense, to reduce the offense charged from murder to culpable homicide not amounting to murder (exception 2 to Section 300 of the Penal Code)
6.2 Domestic violence in the workplace

6.2.1 Can courts issue orders to protect employees suffering from domestic violence?
Yes, protection orders should be sought via the avenues explained in the responses above. 



6.2.2 Can departure be deemed "for good cause" if related to domestic violence?
Whether reasonable leave can be taken in such circumstances will depend on the terms of the employment contract and prevailing employment policies in place. 



6.2.3 Can family members of domestic violence victims take reasonable leave to help the victim seek treatment or obtain help and services?
Under the Workplace Safety and Health Act, Singapore employers are obliged to take reasonably practicable measures to ensure the safety and health of their employees at work. In the context of domestic abuse victims, such measures may reasonably extend to denying the abuser access to the victim's workplace. 
6.3 Immigration

6.3.1 Does the law include provisions that are intended to prevent abusers who are citizens or permanent residents from using immigration laws to perpetrate domestic violence against their spouse?
No. On the contrary, immigration laws and policies in Singapore compound the vulnerability of domestic violence victims who are migrant spouses in Singapore. This is because migrant spouses, as nonresidents (not citizens or permanent residents of the country) are dependent on their citizen spouses for the right to remain in the country and to be eligible for other citizen benefits (e.g., healthcare subsidies, public housing, state-funded legal assistance).
Migrant spouses in Singapore who do not qualify independently for an employment-based pass, need their citizen spouses to sponsor a Long-Term Visit Pass (LTVP) for them to remain in Singapore. These passes may be valid for durations of three months to five years, and subject the LTVP holders to different conditions (employment rights, public housing and healthcare subsidies). In some cases, migrant spouses who do not qualify for LTVPs may be issued short-visit passes (SVP) that are valid for a period of up to 90 days. Subsequent renewals are possible but they will require departure from and reentry into Singapore. SVP holders are not allowed to work and do not qualify for any form of government subsidies.
Migrant spouses who are domestic violence victims are particularly vulnerable and disadvantaged because immigration policies in Singapore give citizen spouses all the power in the marriage. The migrant spouses have to depend on their spouses for the right to remain in the country. Citizen spouses who are domestic violence perpetrators may use the threat of canceling visas and visit passes as a way of inflicting psychological abuse and preventing their nonresident spouses from seeking help or reporting them to the police. Fear of losing their right to stay may force these migrant spouses to compromise their own safety and stay in abusive marriages.
According to a study of trends from cases filed in the family courts, obtaining custody of their children is a big challenge for nonresident parents:
non-resident mothers are less likely to obtain joint custody or sole custody of their Singaporean children
non-resident mothers are less likely to obtain care and control orders for their Singaporean children
Without custody or care and control of their citizen children, nonresident mothers face even more difficulty remaining in Singapore, e.g., they would not qualify for subsidized housing.
Migrant spouses whose LTVPs are canceled or not renewed by their citizen spouses cannot be sponsored by any other party as long as they remain married. In situations where their passes expire or are canceled, the nonresident spouse will usually be placed on an SVP, which has to be renewed every month at the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority (ICA). However, renewal is completely at the ICA's discretion, so this can be a stressful event every month for the migrant spouse.
6.3.2 If battered immigrants cooperate with law enforcement in domestic violence, can they obtain immigration remedies?
 There are no statutory provisions expressly stipulating such remedies. See 6.3 (i) above. 
6.3.3 Does domestic violence law discuss asylum accessibility?
No.
6.4 Armed forces 

6.4.1 Can a victim seek a military protective order if the abuser is in active military?
There are no special statutory provisions for military protective orders for the protection of domestic violence victims.
However, all persons in active military are subject to military law and may be governed by the military court.
Under the Singapore Armed Forces Act, a person subject to military law who behaves in a cruel, indecent or disgraceful manner or in a manner unbecoming of a member of the Singapore Armed Forces may be sanctioned by the military court to imprisonment or other penalties (Section 26, Singapore Armed Forces Act).
Further, a person subject to military law who does any act that may be dangerous to life or property, or is likely to cause loss of life or bodily injury to any person or damage to property may also be sanctioned by the military court to imprisonment or other penalties (Section 41, Singapore Armed Forces Act).
Some relevant provisions of the Singapore Armed Forces Act are reproduced below:
Conduct to prejudice of good order or discipline
25. Every person subject to military law who is guilty of any act, conduct or neglect to the prejudice of good order or discipline will be guilty of an offense and will be liable on conviction by a subordinate military court to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or any less punishment authorized by this act.
Cruel, indecent or disgraceful conduct
26. Every person subject to military law who behaves in a cruel, indecent or disgraceful manner or in a manner unbecoming a member of the Singapore Armed Forces will be guilty of an offense and will be liable on conviction by a subordinate military court to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years or any less punishment authorized by this act.
Endangering life or property
41. Every person subject to military law who does an act in relation to any thing or substance that may be dangerous to life or property, the act causes, or is likely to cause, loss of life or bodily injury to any person or causes, or is likely to cause, damage to or destruction of any property will:
if he acted willfully, be guilty of an offense and be liable on conviction by a subordinate military court to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or any less punishment authorized by this act
if he acted negligently, be guilty of an offense and be liable on conviction by a subordinate military court to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years or any less punishment authorized by this act
6.5 Child custody and child/spousal support

6.5.1 Do judges follow special rules to determine custody or visitation of children in domestic violence cases?
No, the court is given wide powers to make such orders subject to conditions it may think fit to impose. Therefore, domestic violence would just be one of many factors that the court considers.
The court follows the "welfare principle," per the Women's Charter Section 125(1), where the paramount consideration of the court is the child's welfare.
Per Section 126(1) and Section 126(2A), an order for custody and care and control may be made subject to such conditions as the court may think fit to impose.
Per Section 130, the court will also have regard to the advice of a person who is trained or experienced in child welfare, but is not bound to follow such advice.
 A sole custody order may be considered in exceptional circumstances where a parent abused the child. (Halsbury's Laws of Singapore, Family Law (Vol 11) [130.516]) 
6.5.2 Can the judge consider the testimonies of the other spouse and the children when determining custody?
Yes, per the Women's Charter Section 125(2), when deciding whose custody or in whose care and control a child should be placed, the court will have regard to the wishes of the parents of the child and the wishes of the child, if they are old enough to express independent opinion.



6.6 Housing rights of domestic violence victims

6.6.1 Does the law include any barriers to prevent landlords from forcing a tenant to move out because they are victims of domestic violence?
No, this would come under the general law of forfeiture of leases, whereby if certain conditions are met, the landlord can exercise their power of reentry that ends the lease agreement.
Section 18(1) of the Conveyancing and Law of Property Act states that a right of reentry or forfeiture for any breach of covenant or condition of lease swill not be enforceable unless the lessor serves on the lessee a notice specifying the particular breach and requiring the lessee to remedy the breach.
 In which case, it is unlikely that a lease agreement would have a covenant that specifies the tenant must not be a victim of domestic violence.
6.6.2 Does the law allow a tenant to terminate his/her lease early due to domestic violence?
No, there is no specific law allowing early termination of lease due to domestic violence.
 Therefore, the relevant law would relate to surrender and determination of registered leases under Section 91(1) and Section 92(1) of the Land Titles Act. The tenant would have to fulfill the usual requirements of surrender or determination to terminate the lease.



6.6.3 Can an order exclude the abuser from the residence?
Yes, under the Women's Charter Section 65(5)(a), the court can grant exclusive occupation of the shared residence or a specified part of the shared residence to the victim, regardless of whether the shared residence is jointly or solely owned or leased by the parties.
6.6.4 Can abusers be forbidden by court orders to alienate or mortgage the property in his/her name if it is the family domicile?
Yes, under the Women's Charter Section 65(5)(c), the court can give any such direction as necessary for and incidental to the proper carrying into effect any order (Protection/Expedited Order).
 Section 65(6) also states that the abuser will retain their title or interest in the residence, subject to any suspension or restriction of their rights in the title or interest made by the court order.
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