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Fighting Domestic Violence - Pakistan
1.	Legal provisions
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1.1   What are the relevant statutes and codes?
The legislation in Pakistan must be based on the foundations of Sharia.[1] The following laws are relevant to crimes of domestic violence in Pakistan:[2]
Anti-Rape Act 2016
Anti-Honor Killing Act 2016
Punjab Protection of Women against Violence Act 2016
Punjab Marriage Restraint Amendment Act 2015
Sindh Child Marriage Restraint Act 2014
Domestic Violence Prevention and Protection Act, Sindh (2013) and Baluchistan (2014)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Deserving Widows and Special Persons Act 2014
Elimination of Custom of Ghag Act 2013 (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa)
Prevention of Anti-Women Practices (Criminal Law Amendment) Act 2011 (pertaining to forced marriages and inheritance deprivation in the name of custom)
Women in Distress and Detention Fund (Amendment) Act 2011
Right to Ownership (Women) Act 2011
Acid Control and Acid Crime Prevention Act 2011
Protection Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act 2010 (AJK 2011, Punjab 2012, Gilgit-Baltistan, 2013)
Women Protection Act 2006
In December 2006, the Protection of Women (Criminal Laws Amendment) Act was passed containing several clauses in the Pakistan Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code regarding sexual assaults on women and some modifications were made to the Zina Offense as well. In 2001, Section 174-A was added to the Criminal Procedure Code in an attempt to curb dowry-related violence.[3]
In August 2009, the National Assembly of Pakistan passed the Domestic Violence Bill that lays down provisions for the protection of and monetary compensation for victims and punishment in the form of fines or jail time for those who violate protection orders.[4]
1.2 	What is the controlling case law?
In the country guidance case of SM (lone women — ostracism),[5] the upper tribunal held that, apart from the guidance given in SM with regard to lone female heads of a family, the existing country guidance in SN and HM (divorced women — risk on return)[6] and in KA and Others (domestic violence risk on return)[7] remains valid.
Although the law protects women, in practice, this is not systematically enforced because of deep-rooted social, cultural and economic barriers and prejudices. A woman's status — and, therefore, her ability to exercise her social, economic and human rights — varies according to her social position in terms of class, religion, education, economic independence, region and location (urban or rural), cultural and traditional values, caste, educational profile, marital status and number of children. Women face direct, cultural and structural violence through a deeply entrenched system of patriarchy in all tiers of public and private life. 
The Islamic laws on women's rights give a broader framework that needs to be utilized in order to maintain the status of domestic violence against women.[8]
1.3	What are the specific parts of the court system that address domestic violence?
The Constitution of Pakistan and different laws prohibit discrimination based on gender but often lack proper enforcement by the authorities.[9]
The Constitution of Pakistan in several articles guarantees gender equality. For instance, Article 25 states: "All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to equal protection of law" and Article 27 states: "There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex alone." 
At the global level, Pakistan has signed several international commitments to protect basic human rights and ensure gender equality. These include:
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women (Nairobi, 1985)
Programme of Action agreed at the International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo, 1994)
Education for All (Jometien, 1990 and Delhi, 1993)
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Rio de Janeiro; 1992)
World Summit on Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995)
Platform for Action signed at the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Pakistan has acceded to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women ((CEDAW) 1993)[10]
1.4	What are potential causes of action?
In Pakistan domestic violence includes the following:
intimate partner violence
honor killings
dowry
However, in practice, not all cases of domestic violence are reported. There are many reasons behind not registering the cases, as many of the victims are wary about the public perception and pressures of "honor" and fear, as well as the so-called reputation of their family. Generally, the police and judges are also reluctant to register cases involving women and consider them as family matters or problems that can be solved at the family level.[11]
It is important to note that an accused found guilty of committing acts of domestic violence will only receive a warning not to do certain acts based on the protection orders. The accused will not be subject to penalties for committing an act of violence. However, penalties for violation of protection orders include imprisonment of six months to one year and a fine of PKR 100,000 for the first breach, and a prison term of one to two years and/or a fine of not less than PKR 200,000 for the second and succeeding offenses.[12]
 
©Copyright © 2025 Baker & McKenzie. All rights reserved. Ownership: This documentation and content (Content) is a proprietary resource owned exclusively by Baker McKenzie (meaning Baker & McKenzie International and its member firms). The Content is protected under international copyright conventions. Use of this Content does not of itself create a contractual relationship, nor any attorney/client relationship, between Baker McKenzie and any person. Non-reliance and exclusion: All Content is for informational purposes only and may not reflect the most current legal and regulatory developments. All summaries of the laws, regulations and practice are subject to change. The Content is not offered as legal or professional advice for any specific matter. It is not intended to be a substitute for reference to (and compliance with) the detailed provisions of applicable laws, rules, regulations or forms. Legal advice should always be sought before taking any action or refraining from taking any action based on any Content. Baker McKenzie and the editors and the contributing authors do not guarantee the accuracy of the Content and expressly disclaim any and all liability to any person in respect of the consequences of anything done or permitted to be done or omitted to be done wholly or partly in reliance upon the whole or any part of the Content. The Content may contain links to external websites and external websites may link to the Content. Baker McKenzie is not responsible for the content or operation of any such external sites and disclaims all liability, howsoever occurring, in respect of the content or operation of any such external websites. Attorney Advertising: This Content may qualify as “Attorney Advertising” requiring notice in some jurisdictions. To the extent that this Content may qualify as Attorney Advertising, PRIOR RESULTS DO NOT GUARANTEE A SIMILAR OUTCOME. Reproduction: Reproduction or copying of the Content on this Site without express written authorization is strictly prohibited.

https://resourcehub.bakermckenzie.com/en/resources/fighting-domestic-violence

www.bakermckenzie.com	Copyright 2021	2
image1.png




image2.png
McKenzie.




image3.svg
                


